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Joint Memorandum signed by the Austro-Hungarian and the
German Plenipotentiaries outlining the purposes of the
Alliance.   Vienna, September 24, 1879.
MEMORANDUM.
The Austro-Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Chancellor of the German Empire have, on the occasion of their meeting in Vienna, taken counsel as to what actions, under the present conditions in Europe, it might behoove their Exalted Sovereigns to take for the benefit of Their Empires and for the consolidation of the peace of Europe.
Both Governments adhere firmly to the opinion that the maintenance and consolidation of the peace of Europe must be the main purpose of their policies.
They are resolved not to let themselves be diverted from this purpose by passing divergences with other Powers, and they are convinced that such differences of interest as may yet exist must be subordinated to the higher considerations of the world's peace.
The Governments believe that this purpose may be best attained if they once again promise one another to remain true to the settlements of the Congress of Berlin.
In order, however, to obviate every complication in the execution of this Treaty, both Cabinets shall, in regard to all provisions of the Treaty of Berlin which have not yet been executed, keep constantly before them their friendly attitude towards Russia. Without renouncing their independence of action in the field of diplomacy, or exacting such a renunciation from Russia, both Governments shall use their influence in a conciliatory sense as regards those questions of the Peace of Berlin concerning which it has not been possible to reach an understanding between Russia and the remaining Powers.
Both Governments agree in the view (and hope that the same view will be shared by Russia also) that none of the so far unsettled questions of the Peace of Berlin appears to be of sufficient
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